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GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
• S.S. 390. Wheelings are of two kinds: from halts, or on fixed pivots,
and in march, or on movable pivots.
• S.S. 391. Wheeling on a fixed pivot takes place in passing a corps
from the order in battle to the order in column, or from the latter to
the former.
• S.S. 392. Wheels in marching take place in changes of direction in
column, as often as this movement is executed to the side opposite
to the guide.
• S.S. 393. In wheels from a halt, the pivot-man only turns in his
place, without advancing or receding.
• S.S. 394. In the wheels in marching, the pivot takes steps of nine or
eleven inches, according as the squad is marching in quick or
double quick time, so as to clear the wheeling-point, which is
necessary, in order that the subdivisions of a column may change
direction without losing their distances, as will be explained in the
School of the Company.
• S.S. 395. The man on the wheeling-flank will take the full step of
twenty-eight inches, or thirty-three inches, according to the gait.
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Unfortunately
There is no Illustration of the
General Principles of Wheeling
in
School of the Soldier
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
• To Break Company into Column by Platoons
– From a HALT to HALT
– From a HALT to MARCHING

• The commands are the same
• Execution is Different
• Troops must be cautioned:
– In advance of the command
– As to whether they will halt at conclusion of the
wheel, or continue to march forward
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
School of the Company: To Break Company into Column by Platoons: Halt to Halt
•

1. By platoon, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
–

–

•

1. Platoon. 2. HALT.
–

•

S.C. 179. At the command halt, which will be given at the instant the man who conducts the marching flank
shall have arrived at three paces from the perpendicular, the platoon will halt; the covering sergeant will
move to the point where the left of the first platoon is to rest, passing by the front-rank; the second
sergeant will place himself, in like manner, in respect to the second platoon. Each will take care to leave
between himself and the man on the right of his platoon a space equal to its front; the captain and first
lieutenant will look to this, and each take care to align the sergeant between himself and the man of the
platoon who had faced to the right.

1. By platoon, left wheel. 2. MARCH.
–
–

•

S.C. 177. At the first command, the chiefs of platoon will rapidly place themselves two paces before the
centres of their respective platoons, the lieutenant passing around the left of the company. They need not
occupy themselves with dressing one upon the other. The covering sergeant will replace the captain in the
front-rank.
S.C. 178. At the command march, the right front-rank man of each platoon will face to the right, the covering
sergeant standing fast; the chief of each platoon will move quickly by the shortest line, a little beyond the
point at which the marching flank will rest when the wheel shall be completed, face to the late rear, and
place himself so that the line which he forms with the man on the right (who had faced), shall be
perpendicular to that occupied by the company in line of battle; each platoon will wheel according to the
principles prescribed for the wheel on a fixed pivot, and when the man who conducts the marching flank
shall approach near to the perpendicular, its chief will command:

S.C. 184. The first command will be executed in the same manner as if breaking by platoon right.
S.C. 185. At the command march, the left front-rank man of each platoon will face to the left, and the
platoons will wheel to the left, according to the principles prescribed for the wheel on a fixed pivot; the
chiefs of platoon will conform to the principles indicated Nos. 178 and 179.

Remarks
–

S.C. 199. The instructor will observe, that the man on the right (or left) of each platoon, who, at the
command march, faces to the right (or left) being the true pivot of the wheel, the front-rank man next to
him ought to gain a little ground to the front in wheeling, so as to clear the pivot-man.
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
School of the Company: To Break Company into Column by Platoons: Halt to March
•

1. By platoon, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
– S.C. 189. At the first command, the chiefs of platoon will move rapidly in front of their
respective platoons, conforming to what has been prescribed No. 177, and will remain in this
position during the continuance of the wheel. The covering sergeant will replace the chief of
the first platoon in the front-rank.
– S.C. 190. At the command march the platoons will wheel to the right, conforming to the
principle herein prescribed; the man on the pivot will not face to the right, but will mark time,
conforming himself to the movement of the marching flank; and when the man who is on the
left of this flank shall arrive near the perpendicular, the instructor will command:

•

3. Forward. 4. MARCH. 5. Guide left.
– S.C. 191. At the fourth command which will be given at the instant the wheel is completed, the
platoons will move straight to the front, all the men taking the step of twenty-eight inches.
The covering sergeant and the second sergeant will move rapidly to the left of their respective
platoons, the former passing before the front-rank. The leading guide will immediately take
points on the ground in the direction which may be indicated to him by the instructor.
– S.C. 192. At the fifth command, the men will take the touch of elbows lightly to the left.

•

1. By platoon, left wheel. 2. MARCH.
– S.C. 195. The company may be broken by platoons to his left, according to the same principles,
and by inverse means, the instructor giving the command prescribed Nos. 188 and 190,
substituting left, for right, and reciprocally.
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School of the Company
To break into column by platoon,
either at a halt or on march.
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
School of the Company: Platoon to Wheel into Line
•
•

1. Left into line, wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.C. 244. At the command march, briskly repeated by the chiefs of platoon, the
front-rank man on the left of each platoon will face to the left, and place his breast
lightly against the arm of the guide by his side, who stands fast; the platoons will
wheel to the left on the principle of wheels from a halt, and in conformity to what
is prescribed in No. 199.
–

•

Each chief will turn to his platoon to observe its movement, and when the
marching flank has approached near the line of battle, he will command:
–

•
•
•

S.C. 199. The instructor will observe, that the man on the right (or left) of each platoon, who, at the
command march, faces to the right (or left) being the true pivot of the wheel, the front-rank man
next to him ought to gain a little ground to the front in wheeling, so as to clear the pivot-man.

1. Platoon. 2. HALT.

S.C. 245. The command halt, will be given when the marching flank of the platoon
is three paces from the line of battle.
S.C. 246. The chief of the second platoon, having halted it, will return to his place
as a file closer, passing around the left of his subdivision.
S.C. 247. The captain having halted the first platoon, will move rapidly to the point
at which the right of the company will rest in line of battle, and command:
–

Right — DRESS
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
School of the Company: Platoon to Wheel into Line
•
•

1. Right into line, wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.C. 253. At the command march, the front-rank man on the right of each platoon
will face to the right and place his breast lightly against the left arm of the guide by
his side, who stands fast; each platoon will wheel to the right, and will be halted by
its chief, when the marching flank has approached near the line of battle; for this
purpose the chief of each platoon will command:
–

•

•

1. Platoon. 2. HALT.

S.C. 254. The command halt, will be given when the marching flank of the platoon
is three paces from the line of battle. The chief of the second platoon having
halted his platoon, will resume his place in the rank of file closers.
S.C. 255. The captain having halted the first platoon, will move briskly to the point
at which the left of the company will rest, and command:
–

Left — DRESS.…
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School of the Company
Being in column by platoon,
to form to the right or left into line of battle,
either at a halt, or on the march.
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SPECIAL PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING.
School of the Battalion: Company to Wheel into Line
To the left (or right) into line of battle.
Column at full distance, right in front, to the left into line of battle.
• S.B. 464. A column, right in front, being at a halt, when the colonel shall wish to form it to the
left into line, he will assure the positions of the guides by the means previously indicated, and
then command:
1. Left into line, wheel. 2. MARCH (or double quick—MARCH).
• S.B. 465. At the first command, the right guide of the leading company will hasten to place
himself on the direction of the left guides of the column, face to them, and place himself so
as to be opposite to one of the three right files of his company, when they shall be in line: he
will be assured in this position by the lieutenant-colonel.
• S.B. 466. At the command march, briskly repeated by the captains, the left front-rank man of
each company will face to the left, and rest his breast lightly against the right arm of his
guide; the companies will wheel to the left on the principle of wheeling from a halt,
conforming themselves to what is prescribed in the S. C., No. 244: each captain will turn to
his company, to observe the execution of the movement, and, when the right of the company
shall arrive at three paces from the line of battle, he will command:
1. Such company. 2. HALT.
• S.B. 467. The company being halted, the captain will place himself on the line by the side of
the left front-rank man of the company next on the right, align himself correctly, and
command:
11
3. Right—DRESS.

PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING
recap

• General Principles (focus of daily drill)

– Wheeling from halts, or on fixed pivots
• The flanking guide maintains the cadence and the pace
– He does not increase or decrease either cadence or pace

• The pivot guide turns in his place (marks time),
– He does not advance or recede

• All other soldiers maintain the cadence and shorten the length of their step such that
they remain behind a line drawn between the pivot guide to the flank guide
• Quick time: 28 inches at the wheeling flank and 0 inches at the pivot.
• Double Quick time: 33 inches at the wheeling flank and 0 inches at the pivot

– Wheeling in motion
• The flanking guide maintains the cadence and the pace
– He does not increase or decrease either cadence or pace

• The pivot guide maintains the cadence but shortens his step to 1/3 the pace of the
flanking guide
– He continues to advance along an arc

• All other soldiers maintain the cadence and shorten the length of their step such that
they remain behind a line drawn between the pivot guide to the flank guide
• Quick time: 28 inches at the wheeling flank and 9 inches at the pivot.
• Double Quick time: 33 inches at the wheeling flank and 11 inches at the pivot

• Special Principles
– Wheeling to break into platoons ( S.C. 178, 185, 190, 195, 199)
– Wheeling into line (S.C. 244 & 253; S.B. 464)
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WHEELING FROM A HALT, OR ON A FIXED PIVOT.
•

•

•

•

396. The rank being at a halt, the instructor will place a well-instructed man on the wheelingflank to conduct it, and then command:
• 1. By squad, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
397. At the second command, the rank will step off with the left foot, turning at the same
time the head a little to the left, the eyes fixed on the line of the eyes of the men to their left;
the pivot-man will merely mark time in gradually turning his body, in order to conform
himself to the movement of the marching flank; the man who conducts this flank will take
steps of twenty-eight inches, and from the first step advance a little the left shoulder, cast his
eyes from time to time along the rank, and feel constantly the elbow of the next man lightly,
but never push him.
398. The other men will feel lightly the elbow of the next man toward the pivot, resist
pressure coming from the opposite side, and each will conform himself to the marching flank
– shortening his step according to his approximation to the pivot.
I’ve often heard during the execution of a wheel, the phrase “lean-in, look-out”
–
–
–

•

This is misleading
We need the soldiers to remain erect, not lean
We need to minimize the turning of the head, in order to maintain alignment throughout the wheel.

Recommend the phrase: “touch in, eyes out”.
–
–

“touch”: Emphasize the concept of light contact with the elbows
“eyes”: Minimize the movement of the head and therefore the movement of the shoulders
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WHEELING FROM A HALT, OR ON A FIXED PIVOT.

396. The rank being at a halt, the instructor will place a well-instructed man on
the wheeling-flank to conduct it, and then command:

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

Well instructed man.
Placed on the wheeling flank
to “conduct it”.
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1. By squad, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
397. At the second command, the rank will step off with the left foot, turning at the same time the head a
little to the left, the eyes fixed on the line of the eyes of the men to their left; the pivot-man will merely
mark time in gradually turning his body, in order to conform himself to the movement of the marching
flank; the man who conducts this flank will take steps of twenty-eight inches, and from the first step
advance a little the left shoulder, cast his eyes from time to time along the rank, and feel constantly the
elbow of the next man lightly, but never push him.

The head turned a little to the left.

Well instructed man.
Placed on the wheeling flank
to “conduct it”.

Pivot-man
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398. The other men will feel lightly the elbow of the next man
toward the pivot, resist pressure Coming from the opposite side,
and each will conform himself to the marching flank-shortening
his step according to his approximation to the pivot.
the man who conducts this flank
will take steps of
twenty-eight inches

the pivot man marks time,
and slowly turns in place

Well instructed man.
Placed on the wheeling flank
to “conduct it”.

Pivot-man
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To Break Company into Column by Platoons: Halt to Halt
Company to Wheel into Line
1. By platoon, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.C. 177. At the first command, the chiefs of platoon will rapidly place themselves two paces before the centres of their respective platoons, the
lieutenant passing around the left of the company. They need not occupy themselves with dressing one upon the other. The covering sergeant will
replace the captain in the front-rank.
S.C. 178. At the command march, the right front-rank man of each platoon will face to the right, the covering sergeant standing fast; the chief of each
platoon will move quickly by the shortest line, a little beyond the point at which the marching flank will rest when the wheel shall be completed, face
to the late rear, and place himself so that the line which he forms with the man on the right (who had faced), shall be perpendicular to that occupied
by the company in line of battle; each platoon will wheel according to the principles prescribed for the wheel on a fixed pivot, and when the man who
conducts the marching flank shall approach near to the perpendicular, its chief will command:

1. Left into line, wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.C. 244. At the command march, briskly repeated by the chiefs of platoon, the front-rank man on the left of each platoon will face to the left, and
place his breast lightly against the arm of the guide by his side, who stands fast; the platoons will wheel to the left on the principle of wheels from a
halt, and in conformity to what is prescribed in No. 199. Each chief will turn to his platoon to observe its movement, and when the marching flank has
approached near the line of battle, he will command: …
S.C. 199. The instructor will observe, that the man on the right (or left) of each platoon, who, at the command march, faces to the right (or
left) being the true pivot of the wheel, the front-rank man next to him ought to gain a little ground to the front in wheeling, so as to clear the
pivot-man.

1. Right into line, wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.C. 253. At the command march, the front-rank man on the right of each platoon will face to the right and place his breast lightly against the left arm
of the guide by his side, who stands fast; each platoon will wheel to the right, and will be halted by its chief, when the marching flank has approached
near the line of battle; for this purpose the chief of each platoon will command: …

A

Right front rank man.
Faces to the right
Places his breast against the arm of the guide.

A

A

Man on the wheeling flank
to “conduct it”.

A

Chief

Guide.
Stands fast.
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A

Chief

A

A

Right front rank man.

A

S.C. 199. The instructor will observe,
that the man on the right (or left) of
each platoon, who, at the command
march, faces to the right (or left)
being the true pivot of the wheel,
the front-rank man next to him
ought to gain a little ground to the
front in wheeling, so as to clear the
pivot-man.

Guide. 18

A

A

A

A

Right front rank man.

A

A

A

A

A

A

Chief

Guide. 19

WHEELING IN MARCHING, OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT.
•

S.S. 406. When the recruits have been brought to execute well the wheel from a
halt, they will be taught to wheel in marching.

•

S.S. 407. To this end, the rank being in march, when the instructor shall wish to
cause it to change direction to the reverse flank (to the side opposite to the guide
or pivot flank) he will command:

•

1. Right (or left) wheel. 2. MARCH.

•

S.S. 408. The first command will be given when the rank is yet four paces from the
wheeling point.

•

S.S. 409. At the second command, the wheel will be executed in the same manner
as from a halt, except that the touch of the elbow will remain toward the marching
flank (or side of the guide) instead of the side of the actual pivot; that the pivot
man, instead of merely turning in his place, will conform himself to the movement
of the marching flank, feel lightly the elbow of the next man, take steps of full nine
inches, and thus gain ground forward in describing a small curve so as to clear the
point of the wheel. The middle of the rank will bend slightly to the rear. As soon as
the movement shall commence, the man who conducts the marching flank will
cast his eyes on the ground over which he will have to pass.
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1. Right (or left) wheel. 2. MARCH.
S.S. 408. The first command will be given when the rank is yet four paces from the wheeling point.

A

S.C. 230. It is highly important, in order to preserve distances and the direction, that all the
subdivisions of the column should change direction precisely at the point where the leading
subdivision changed; it is for this reason that that point ought to be marked in advance, and that
it is prescribed that the guides direct their march on the marker, also that each chief of
subdivision shall not cause the change to commence till, the guide of his subdivision has grazed
the breast of this marker.

The
Marker
rank
movement
A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

Flank
Guide

Pivot
Man
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S.S. 409. At the second command, the wheel will be executed in
the same manner as from a halt, except that the touch of the
elbow will remain toward the marching flank (or side of the
guide) instead of the side of the actual pivot; that the pivot man,
instead of merely turning in his place, will conform himself to
the movement of the marching flank, feel lightly the elbow of
the next man, take steps of full nine inches, and thus gain
ground forward in describing a small curve so as to clear the
point of the wheel. The middle of the rank will bend slightly to
the rear. As soon as the movement shall commence, the man
who conducts the marching flank will cast his eyes on the ground
over which he will have to pass.

WHEELING IN MARCHING,
OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT.

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

1. Right wheel. 2. MARCH.

The
Marker
Flank
Guide

rank
movement

Pivot
Man

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet 22

WHEELING IN MARCHING,
OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT.
1. Right wheel. 2. MARCH.
1. Squad. 2. HALT.
Left (or Right) – DRESS

A

FRONT

The
Marker
rank
movement

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet 23

WHEELING IN MARCHING,
OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT.

Once the command has been given,
“1. Forward. 2 March”
The guides resume the prescribed
step and cadence.
The men in the middle part of the rank
dress their alignment by lengthening the step,
“by degrees, almost insensible” (S.S. 336).

A

1. Right wheel. 2. MARCH.

1. Forward. 2. MARCH.

The
Marker
rank
movement

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet 24

Wheeling in Marching
From School of the Company
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1. By file, left (or right). 2. MARCH.
• This is a wheel in motion
– Think “By file, left wheel” MARCH
– Pivot man: “shortening a little the first five or six steps”
– Flanking man : “will wheel in the step of twenty-eight inches”

• S.C. 145. At the command march, the first file will wheel; if to the
side of the front-rank man, the latter will take care not to turn at
once, but to describe a short are of a circle, shortening a little the
first five or six steps in order to give time to the fourth man of this
file to conform himself to the movement. If the wheel be to the
side of the rear-rank, the front-rank man will wheel in the step of
twenty-eight inches, and the fourth man will conform himself to the
movement by describing a short are of a circle, as has been
explained. Each file will come to wheel on the same ground where
that which preceded it wheeled.
• S.C. 146. The instructor will see that the wheel be executed
according to these principles, in order that the distance between
the files may always be preserved, and that there be no check or
hindrance at the wheeling point.
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A
A
A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

1. By file right. 2. MARCH.

A

A

A

SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY
Article II
To change direction by file

The
Marker
Pivot
Man

A

Flank
Guide

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank.
Here = 4 feet27

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A
A

A

A

A

A

Flank
Guide

A

A
A

The
Marker

A

A

Pivot
Man

1. Right wheel. 2. MARCH.

A
A
A
A
A
A
A

A

A
A
A
A
A

A

A

A

Once the command has been given,
“1. Forward. 2 March”
The guides resume the prescribed
step and cadence.
The men on the middle part of the rank
dress their alignment by lengthening the step,
“by degrees, almost insensible” (S.S. 336).

A

A

A

A

A

A

1. Forward. 2. MARCH.

A
A
A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

WHEELING IN MARCHING,
OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT.

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet 28

A

A

A

A

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
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A
A
A
A

A

A
A

A

Flank
Guide

A

A

A

A

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet

A

A
A

A
A
A

A

A

A

A

Flank Guide
Alignment Lost

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 4 feet

The
Marker

A

A
A

A
A
A

A
A

IF THEY ARE NOT, THE COMPANIES
NEED TO BEHAVE AS IF
THEY ARE THE SAME SIZE,
IF THEY DON’T, AND THEY EXECUTE A WHEEL
IN MOTION BY THE BOOK,
THEY WILL LOSE ALIGNMENT
AND MOST PROBABLY BE RUN OVER BY
A FOLLOWING COMPANY

A

WHEELING IN MARCHING, OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT
ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING
ASSUMES THE COMPANIES
ARE THE SAME SIZE!

WHEELING IN MARCHING, OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT
ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING
ASSUMES THE COMPANIES
ARE THE SAME SIZE!

When marching as Column Of Companies
The Flanking Guide of the lead Company must scribe an arc
sufficient for the largest Company in the maneuver.

IF THEY ARE NOT, THE COMPANIES
NEED TO BEHAVE AS IF
THEY ARE THE SAME SIZE,
IF THEY DON’T, AND THEY EXECUTE A WHEEL
IN MOTION BY THE BOOK,
THEY WILL LOSE ALIGNMENT
AND MOST PROBABLY BE RUN OVER BY
A FOLLOWING COMPANY

A
A

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

The
Marker

A

A

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 4 feet

Flank
Guide
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WHEELING IN MARCHING, OR ON A MOVABLE PIVOT
ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF WHEELING
ASSUMES THE COMPANIES
ARE THE SAME SIZE!

A
A
A

A

A

A

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 4 feet

A

A

A

IF THEY ARE NOT, THE COMPANIES
NEED TO BEHAVE AS IF
THEY ARE THE SAME SIZE,
IF THEY DON’T, AND THEY EXECUTE A WHEEL
IN MOTION BY THE BOOK,
THEY WILL LOSE ALIGNMENT
AND MOST PROBABLY BE RUN OVER BY
A FOLLOWING COMPANY

A
A

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A

Flank
Guide

A

A

A
A

The
Marker

Radius set by a small leading Company
is not sufficient for a larger following
Company to properly execute a wheel.
Collisions will occur.
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Flank
Guide
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The
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A

A

A

A

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A

A

A

A

THE PIVOT GUIDE CANNOT TAKE
THE PRESCRIBED 9 INCH STEPS.
HE MUST TRACK BEHIND
THE INTERVAL OF THE
SOLDIER DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF
HIM.

A

A

A

THE FLANK GUIDES MUST FOLLOW THE
TRACK SET BY THE LEAD GUIDE.

A

A

THEREFORE
WHEN THEY ARE NOT THE SAME SIZE, THEN

A

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A
A
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Flank
Guide
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A
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The
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A

A

A

A

Pivot Radius
(“Hub” radius):
Is half the length of
the marching flank
Here = 8 feet

A

A
A

A
A

A
A

A

A

A

A

THE PIVOT GUIDE CANNOT TAKE
THE PRESCRIBED 9 INCH STEPS.
HE MUST TRACK BEHIND
THE INTERVAL OF THE
SOLDIER DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF
HIM.

A

A

A

THE FLANK GUIDES MUST FOLLOW THE
TRACK SET BY THE LEAD GUIDE.

A

A

THEREFORE
WHEN THEY ARE NOT THE SAME SIZE, THEN

Maintain Pace and Cadence
• Leading units can neither slacken the pace nor shorten
the stride as they exit a change of direction!
• Doing so will impede the progress of the following
units.
– S.B. 285. It has been demonstrated, school of the
company, how important it is, first, that each subdivision
execute its change of direction precisely at the point
where the leading one had changed, and that it arrive in a
square with the direction; second, that the wheeling point
ought always to be cleared in time, in order that the
subdivision engaged in the wheel may not arrest the
movement of the following one. The deeper the column,
the more rigorously ought these principles to be observed;
because, a fault that would be but slight in a column of a
single battalion, would cause much embarrassment in one
of great depth.
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