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UNDOUBLING 
FUNDAMENTALS 

School of the Soldier 
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When to Double? ς When to Undouble? 

ÅAutomatically Double  

(unless cautioned to do otherwise) 
ïWhen facing to the Company Right Flank  

ïWhen facing to the Company Left Flank 

ÅAutomatically Undouble  

(unless cautioned to do otherwise) 
ïWhen facing to the Company Front  

ïWhen facing to the Company Rear 

ÅThis Session focuses on correct Un-Doubling 
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UnDoubling ς Correct Guidance 

Å*Never* invert the order of the 
numbers in the rank. 

ÅWhen faced to the Front or the Rear,  

ïthe man next to the Right Guide is 
ALWAYS a One (1). 
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*Never* invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 

Å S.S. 371. At the third command, each man will front by facing to the left, if 
marching by the right flank and by a face to the right, if marching by the 
left flank. The rear-rank men will at the same time move quickly into their 
places, so as to form the squad again into one rank. 

Å S.S. 374. The instructor will also cause the squad to face by the right or 
left flank in marching, and for this purpose will command: 

   1. Squad by the right (or left) flank. 2. MARCH. 

Å S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plants the foot 
that is raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without 
altering the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 

Å S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to 
the rear, the men will come into one rank, agreeably to the principles 
indicated No. 371. It is to be remarked, that  it is the men who are in the 
rear who always move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as 
never to invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 
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Face & By the Flank 

ÅHalted / In Motion 

ïRight ς FACE   /  By the Right Flank ς MARCH 

ïLeft ς FACE   /  By the Left Flank - MARCH 

ÅSame Principles 

ÅThis session will concentrate on the 
Instructions for the in-motion commands. 
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1. Squad by the Right (or left) flank. 
 2. MARCH. 

Å Command may be given before either foot comes to the ground. 
ï It is easiest for execution if command is given when the heel to the 

side of the flank strikes the ground. 
ÅLŦ ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ Cƭŀƴƪέ  command MARCH when the Right heel strikes 
ÅLŦ ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŦǘ Cƭŀƴƪέ  command MARCH when the Left heel strikes 

ïThis enables the soldier to execute the turn on, and push off of the 
outside foot  
ÅBoys must be in correct cadenced step!!! 

Å Do not alter cadence 
ï5ƻƴΩǘ ǎƭƻǿ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ΗΗΗΗ 

Å Double or undouble as appropriate 
ïLengthen your stride as you step forward 
ï5ƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ŎŀŘŜƴŎŜ 

ÅMen who are in the rear always step forward to undouble 
ïάǊŜŀǊέ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
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When marching by the Right Flank 
1. Squad by the left flank. 2. MARCH. 
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2 2 2 2 Company was faced to 
the right 

And is marching by the 
right flank 

When the command is 
given: 

Squad by the left flank. 
MARCH 

This is the maneuver we practice most often. 



S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plant the foot that is 
raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without altering 
the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 
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By the Left Flank  - MARCH 



S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plant the foot that is 
raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without altering 
the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 
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When marching by the Right Flank  
1. Squad by the right flank. 2. MARCH. 
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2 2 2 2 Company was faced to 
the right 

And is marching by the 
right flank 

When the command is 
given: 

Squad by the right flank. 
MARCH 

We are less practiced with this maneuver. 



S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plant the foot that is 
raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without altering 
the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 
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S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to the 
rear, the men will come into one rank, agreeably to the principles indicated No. 
371. It is to be remarked, that it is the men who are in the rear who always 
move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as never to invert the 
order of the numbers in the rank. 
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When marching by the Left Flank  
1. Squad by the right flank. 2. MARCH. 

Company was faced to 
the left 

And is marching by the 
left flank 

When the command is 
given: 

Squad by the right flank. 
MARCH 
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This is the maneuver we practice most often. 
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S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plant the foot that is 
raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without altering 
the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 
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S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to the 
rear, the men will come into one rank, agreeably to the principles indicated No. 
371. It is to be remarked, that it is the men who are in the rear who always 
move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as never to invert the 
order of the numbers in the rank. 
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When marching by the Left Flank  
1. Squad by the left flank. 2. MARCH. 

Company was faced to 
the left 

And is marching by the 
left flank 

When the command is 
given: 

Squad by the left flank. 
MARCH 
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We are less practiced with this maneuver. 

7 



S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either 
foot comes to the ground, the recruits will turn the body, plant the foot that is 
raised in the new direction, and step off with the other foot without altering 
the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 
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S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to the 
rear, the men will come into one rank, agreeably to the principles indicated No. 
371. It is to be remarked, that it is the men who are in the rear who always 
move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as never to invert the 
order of the numbers in the rank. 
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Rules of Thumb (1/2) 
ÅWhen facing in the direction of the Flank (in the 

direction of the Right Guide or Left Guide) 

ïUnless cautioned to do otherwise troops automatically 
double. 

ÅWhen facing in the direction of the Front or Rear 

ïUnless cautioned to do otherwise troops automatically 
undouble. 

ï*Never* invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 

ïMen who are in the rear (relative to the new direction they are 
moving) always step up 

ïWhen faced to the Front or the Rear, the man next to the Right 
Guide is ALWAYS a One. 
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Rules of Thumb (2/2) 

ÅThe commands: 

ïBy the Right/Left Flank ς MARCH 

ïRight/Left - FACE 

ÅCan be used to face the troops: 

ïTo the Front, or 

ïTo the Rear, or 

ïTo the Right Flank, or  

ïTo the Left Flank 
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Column Maneuvers ς 8 Variations 

ÅThere are 4 ways to March in Column: 
ïMarching By The Right Flank 
ïMarching By The Right Flank & Faced About 
ïMarching By The Left Flank 
ïMarching By The Left Flank & Faced About 

ÅThere are two changes in direction by the flank: 
ïChange Direction To the Front 
ïChange Direction To the Rear 

Å=> 8 Variations 
ïThe key is to never invert the order 
ï[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ 
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CHANGE DIRECTION TO THE FRONT 
- 4 VARIANTS 

School of the Soldier 
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WHEN FORMED IN TWO RANKS 
MARCHING BY THE RIGHT FLANK  
FACED TO THE FRONT 

School of the Company 
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WHEN FORMED IN TWO RANKS 
MARCHING BY THE RIGHT FLANK - 
AND FACED ABOUT 
FACED TO THE FRONT 

School of the Company 
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Marching by the Right Flank 
and Faced About 
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