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There will be a Brigade
meeting on Friday, November 20 from 7:30 to 9:00 pm
at the Gettysburg Firehouse
located on 35 North Stratton
Street in Gettysburg.
This meeting is open to all
members of all units within
the Federal Volunteer Brigade. It is hoped that each
unit can be represented.
During the meeting the Brigade 2010 schedule will be
discussed. On the agenda
will also be a recap of the
year, as well as any problems, issues, concerns, suggestions to improve our organization. Looking forward to seeing you there!
Again this is an open business meeting with all members invited.

I would like to thank everyone who was able to make it
to the Cedar Creek event. We
had a bit of everything cold, rain, wind, some snow
flurries and a touch of sunshine. As we always have
done, we stayed strong and
worked very well together.

November / December 2009

10th Annual Remembrance
Day Ball (8:00 – 11:00
P.M)

Social Hour begins at
6:00P.M
Three course dinner begins
at 7:00 P.M
Ball will follow dinner
Held at the Gettysburg
Hotel
Admission: $55

Held at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary Refectory
Admission: $20
(Attendance will be limited. All tickets were sold
in advance in past years)
Light refreshments will be
served. Period or other formal attire requested. Gloves
required. Spurs, swords and
firearms prohibited in the
ballroom.

9:00 P.M – 1:00 A.M
Held at the Eisenhower
Conference Center

The President’s
7th Annual
Remembrance Day Dinner
& Ball

Period dress is encouraged
but not required, however,
proper dress is requested.
Snacks provided, cash bar
available. Admission: $20

Brig. General Ron Palese

As I shared with you at
dress parade on Sunday, our
organization received compliments from the event’s
commanding general on our
use of correct tactical move-

Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War National
Civil War Ball

ments, precision and impressive volleys during Saturday’s action. It was very
good to see our infantry and
cavalry working together so
well during the weekend.
We were not the largest or
the smallest organization on
the field, but we were noticed for the things we take
pride in and strive for;
drilled maneuvers, strong
volley fire and aggressive,
disciplined action. Again
thank you to each and every
one of you for your hard
work and support during
our first year. Let’s carry

for advanced purchase (Must
mail out check for purchase of
advanced tickets and include
self-addressed and stamped
envelope. Tickets for checks
received after November 14th
will be distributed at the
door.) $25 at the door
For each event, all proceeds
will go to a charity as determined by the sponsors of the
individual event.
Re-enactor Appreciation
Weekend,
Gettysburg PA
Join us in Gettysburg, PA
March 5-7, 2010! Come enjoy a
relaxing weekend of history
fun. Admission is FREE to
all reenactors in period attire
- all eras of history are welcome from the Revolutionary
War to the present. The pub(Continued on page 4)

this forward into the winter
months as we continue to
build our organization. I
encourage you to read, research, reenact and recruit.
Our last event for this year
will be Remembrance Day
on November 21. I hope
that all of our companies
and members can attend as
we take time to remember
and honor those who came
before us and gave their all
to preserve this great Union.
It is a good time to reflect
on what we do, why we do it,
(Continued on page 4)
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Date: Saturday, October 17, 1864.
Station: Cedar Creek, Virginia
Weather: Cold, rain on the field
through the day and night.
Action: The Federal Volunteer Brigade as part of General Baldwin’s
Third Division deployed as the center
division of the army during Saturday’s
action. Our brigade with colors flying
and superb music did hold and push the
confederates according to the scenario
until overwhelming numbers forced our
movement across the creek bed to behind the Heater house. These movements were done with excellent efficiency with a “To the right of battalions
and to the rear’ maneuver. Throughout
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the action the brigade’s volleys were
crisp, coordinated and effective. The
day’s action was halted due a medical
emergency in the confederate forces.
Date: Sunday, October 18, 1864
Station: Cedar Creek, Virginia
Weather: Still cold, windy. Rain
ceased overnight. Snow visible on the
higher ridges.
Action: Again as part of General Baldwin’s Third Division, the brigade along
with Birney’s Division deployed at the
far left of the union line with orders to
hold and then push the confederates,
while the other divisions maneuvered to
box in the enemy to carry the day. The
cavalry regiment performed superbly in
engaging two confederate battalions
while holding the left flank. The Brigade moved as a very cohesive unit from
the Heater house pushing the rebels

across the creek and up the hill
while the rest of the Federal army
closed in. The battle was ended with
a Union victory well in hand.
Respectfully Submitted,

Capt. D.W. Snyder

Above, Gen. Ron Palese and staff watches the
battle from his vantage point on the artillery
ridge. Above right, Col. Frank Ruiz and Capt.
Frank Ruiz, Jr. prior to the opening action at
Cedar Creek.
At right, Capt. Dennis Shirk waits to move the
head of the column towards the battle at the
145th Cedar Creek.

The field was rife with Confederates!
The 1st FVB Cavalry Regiment struck
boldly into the enemies flanks. Only to be
met with superior numbers…..so heavy
was the onslaught that we were barely
able to hold the lines before our own infantry could fill in support, as they do so
well, with their steely demeanor, and
deadly hands……. Sabers clashed and
drew the grey devils in, only to be decimated, as our Re-mounts set about their
gruesome work.
After a final push by the Federal Line,

victory was ours in the end, as once again the Federal Volunteer Brigade shone forth….
With the 1st Federal Cavalry Regiment blazing the trail and lighting the path!!

Death or Glory!!!! Submitted by Capt. John Patrick Stultz, 1st Reg’t Cav. FVB
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It has the best experience of my re-enacting
“career” to be at the head Col. Jay Henson
of the column of the 1st Regiment, Federal
Volunteer Brigade. I am so proud of this Regiment, and our
Brigade and what we have only started to accomplish within
the community.
The FVB is one huge (and getting bigger) family of friends
and living historians, with the common bond of the Civil
War. No matter how long the “family” has been apart, it always amazes me, when we get back together for drill, how
quickly everyone from company commanders to the troops,
remembers and fulfills their roles.
I have been absolutely graced with the best battalion commanders in the hobby, as well. Thank you, Lt. Col. Rob
Wingert, Maj. Don Swope and now, Maj. Jim Cobb for what
has been a fantastic season. Your competence and confidence
follows you onto the field, and to your company commanders.
And, because of each and every company commander, their
subordinates, and more importantly the rank-and-file, we
have made this Brigade the best on the field.
It is gratifying to see all of the different impressions being
accommodated within the FVB. From “campaigner-style” to a
more progressive impression, each of us looks to continually
better our impression not only individually, but for our campmates on the streets.
And now, Remembrance Day. The most important event in
re-enacting is only one day long. We honor those who gave so
much of themselves for their country, their families and our
future. Now, join us as we honor their memory as we look to
keep their visions and hopes alive, now and forever.
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The 2009 season is about
to come to a close and
Col. Frank Ruiz
with it a very interesting experience.
Though 2nd Regiment FVB hit a rocky
terrain out of the gate we managed to move forward and stick
to our game plan.
We continued to promote 2nd Regiment as well as the FVB
as a whole. We figured that we may come across interested
parties that are not in our geographical area and in that case
we would steer them towards the 1st Regt. or the Cavalry Regt.
Whichever fit their needs and or desires.
In order for this organization to work we ALL need to be
on the same page and that page for us is the success of the
Federal Volunteer Brigade. As I explained to many of the
prospective member units, and existing units, we all evolved
from 2nd Regt. Vincent’s Brigade and we were a family then
and are a family now. We all checked our egos at the door
and that is why we are a cohesive organization.
Sorry to say it but, in my humble opinion, if a unit doesn’t
fit that mold then maybe they should look elsewhere. There
are enough organizations out there that have the political and
egotistical undertones slowly tearing their foundation apart
so I’m sure that it would be easy for them to find a home.
Recently my unit, the 14th Brooklyn, attended the Cedar
Creek event. Unfortunately none of the other 2nd Regt. companies could attend. When we arrived at the site we were wel(Continued on page 5)

On behalf of the 1st Cavalry Regiment of the Federal Volunteer Brigade, we would like to
"Thank" everyone for a banner first season of working together. We enjoyed every minute and
remain ever appreciative of the opportunity to fight along side our Infantry brothers to help
build the vision of the combined arms force...It has truly been an adventure for us to serve in
this capacity!
Looking
ahead to
2010, the
Cavalry will remain steadfast to our objective. We will serve as Cavalry was actually used during
the war, and provide a series of value added services to our Infantry partners, artillery, and HQ
staff. We truly feel privileged to be a part of this vision and are committed to the vision of a
combined arms force. Not only is this very period correct, but we feel this approach will help
raise the quality of the hobby as we know it, and moreover, keep the enemy on their toes. Our
motto is: "We will not let them rest, and they will feel it on Monday when they return to
work..."
We are very excited for what lies ahead and thankful to be a part of this adventure with all of
you. God bless the FVB,

Colonel Steve Reincke, Chief of Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Regiment, Federal Volunteer Brigade.

Col. Steve Reincke
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Friday, November 20:
7:30 – 9:00 PM

Brigade meeting – Gettysburg Firehouse, 35 North
Stratton street, Gettysburg. Meeting is open to all members of the Brigade. 2010 schedule,
along with any member concerns, suggestions and feedback to be discussed.

Saturday, November 21:
7:30 AM

Meet at OLD Cyclorama parking lot to form up for
Honor March in National Cemetery. Do NOT bring

any weapons, powder or caps.
Saturday, November 21:
8:00 – 9:00 AM

Step off for Honor March in the National Cemetery.
The Brigade will make stops at each of our represented states.
Please bring a wreath to place at your state, and have remarks prepared. **

Saturday, November 21:
12:00 PM

Form for Remembrance Day parade
Brigade forms in front of Gettysburg Jr. High school on Lefever Street.

Saturday, November 21:
Parade steps off.
1:00 PM
** If there are any guest units or other states taking part in the march that should be represented beside Pa., Md, New York,
Ohio and Wisconsin, please let Gen. Palese know so they can be included. We do not want to miss anyone. All are welcome to
render honors.

(Continued from page 1)

lic is also welcome to attend the weekend for a small admission fee. We're
having a WWII Big Band Dance, a
Victorian Grand Ball, Ladies Tea,
Gentleman's Brandy Social, guest
speakers and more. To learn more, join
the mailing list or register for the
weekend's events, visit:

www.reenactorsrock.com

(Continued from page 1)

and who we do it for. Those soldiers
didn’t want awards or accolades, they
just wanted to be remembered, and that
is what we will do. We will have a
Brigade march through the National
Cemetery to render honors in the morning, followed by the parade in the afternoon. See you there.

straps, 2nd LT, 1 – pair of Medical Service
shoulder straps, CPT, 1 – book, “1865
Customs of Service for Officers of the
Army” August V. Kautz with dust jacket,
excellent condition, ISBN # 0-8117-006-2,
(c. 2002)

An Enlisted mans infantry frock
coat, size 46-48 and also looking
for a vivandiere uniform. Contact
Mike Doyle at;
doylestudios@verizon.net.
For Sale, contact Maj. Sherri HinesStengline @ billieyank6165@hotmail.com.
Paypal, cash OK. Can bring items to Remembrance Day weekend festivities, or ship
for reasonable price. The items below are
listed on eBay to see pictures & prices, go to
seller: auxiliaryaprons and click on red door
to go to eBay store. Look to the left & click
on “Civil War Reproduction Items”:
2 – Tan/green wool hat cords for hospital/medical steward, 2 – brass hat wreaths,
one silver “US” hat insignia for hospital /
medical steward, 1 – pair used brogans with
heel plates, pegged soles & leather shoelaces
(purchased from Regimental Quartermaster), men's size 7.5, as is, 1 – new, never used
black leather pistol holster (left hip, purchased from Regimental Quartermaster for
$39.50), 11 - Brass Federal Eagle “I” buttons,
Waterbury, CT, 7 large, 4 small, 1 – CD
Driving tour of 2nd Manassas/Bull Run, purchased new for $10, used once, 1 – pair of
Berdan's Sharpshooters shoulder straps, 1st
LT, 1 – pair of Medical Service shoulder

These items are not yet listed on eBay.
They will be available the Sunday after
Remembrance Day:

1 – wool Union Federal Jr. Officer's
frock coat (single row of 7 buttons),
excellent used condition, recently drycleaned. Approx. chest size 38. Navy
blue lining ½ way down inside, inside
chest pocket, two pockets in tail. Custom made by Milk Creek Mercantile.
$95.00*

1 – pair Union Federal navy blue wool
officer's trousers (no side trim), excellent used condition, recently drycleaned, approximate waist size 34,
long, never hemmed. $40.00*
These items are also not yet listed on
eBay. They are available any time:
5 – 170 piece first aid kits (in plastic
waterproof carrying case with handle)
in drawstring bag made of 100% cotton.
Perfect for basic first aid needs for a
company. Kit contains Band-Aid adhesive bandages, antiseptic wipes, Tyle(Continued on page 5)
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nol Ex-Strength caplets, Motrin IB
caplets, St. Joseph's Aspirin, BandAid antibiotic ointment with pain
relief, burn cream, soft gauze bandages, oval eye pads, health care non
latex gloves, instant cold pack, first
aid tape, survival wrap, tweezers,
first aid guide and more. $15.00
each., Assorted ditty – poke - bags –
approx. 5” x 5”, 100% cotton, drawstring, $1.00 each (specify homespun
check or floral pattern)., 3 –
stainless steel short flasks in drawstring ditty bag, $5.00 each, 3 – Civil
War books “The Everything Civil
War Book”, new condition,
ISBN#978-1580623667: $7.00 each.
1-used single cot with inflatable air
mattress, adjustable head tilt (pick
up only) $10.00
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Hard to believe another reenactment
season has come and gone. Very special thank you to the Federal Volunteer Brigade Staff for electing me
your Medical Officer this past year. It was an honor to be a part of this amazing
team. Huzzas also go out this year to my right hand man, 1LT Russ Quinn, Maj.
Brett Tower, and 2LT Steve Isberg for all of their hard work and dedication to
the members of the FVB. Thank you also to my medic rifles - Jason Dunlap,
Maj. Sherri
Johnny Haynes Jr. and Rashell Haynes and to the many first aid folks who
Hines-Stengline helped out as ice angels.
We were very short handed this year for qualified medical personnel, but we
also managed to have the fewest amount of hospital transports since I have been reenacting! And
credit to all of the members, not one person had to be transported for a heat-related emergency
this year! I noticed everyone seemed to be putting more effort into taking better care of themselves. This meant staying consistently hydrated at the warm weather events, and most of all
knowing their limitations and not pushing themselves when they are just not feeling well. A
little cooler weather at Gettysburg and Cedar Creek didn't hurt either.
Some of the complaints our medical staff responded to this year included: a cardiac emergency,
complaint of shortness of breath, foot injury, hypoglycemic reaction, 2 black powder burns, knee
injury, fall from a horse, probable concussion, and dizziness/syncope. There were a few complaints we could not respond to and they were referred to the event medical staff or first aid area;
sunburn, diabetic who forgot glucometer, diabetic who forgot insulin, splinter in finger, blisters
on foot, and an earache. Please continue to take good care of yourselves over the off season. We
are looking forward to seeing everyone again, happy and healthy in 2010. Thank you for a wonderful season.

(Continued from page 3)

comed with open arms by the Headquarters Staff and members of the 1st
Regiment. It was like old times and
the feeling of camaraderie was still
strong. It’s is a welcomed feeling to
know that we are always welcome
and that we always have a home.
It will take some time for the 2nd
Regt. to build good field strength.
Yes we have 14 committed units and
hopefully we can get most of them to
come to events this year.
We will continue to recruit both for
our regiment and the other regiments in the FVB.
All of us, whether we are Commanders, NCO’s, Privates, Musicians, or
Civilians are charged with building
the FVB and keeping it alive and
growing. We are on the front lines.
Speak to your friends in other units,
share your stories with them and let
them know that we are a good organization to become a part of.
I will now step off the soap box…….I
hope to see you all at Remembrance
Day.
I Remain Humbly!
Col. Frank J. Ruiz Sr.
Cmdg 2nd Regt.
Federal Volunteer Brigade

The 145th Cedar Creek has come and
gone and for some if not all, none too
soon. We all braved the cold and rain,
but the fellowship within the FVB was
warm and friendly. The temperatures
were 20 degrees below average and it
was the coldest it has been for that
time of year in over 75 years. Neverthe-less, a small inconvenience considering what our ancestors who had
fought there dealt with.
At most of the encampments this year
we have had to deal with rain. Now
that the campaign year is coming to an
end we only remember the good times
we’ve all shared with fond memories.
The Federal Volunteer Brigade had
done an outstanding job of portraying
Federal troops on and off the field of
battle. On both days’ battles we were in
the thick of the fighting and we vigorously pushed the Southern troops and
did so in fine fashion.
I am so very proud to be a member of
this outstanding organization. From
the top down we have some of the finest
leadership in the reenactment community. I commend you all for attending
this event under adverse conditions and
helping to contribute to the fine reputation of the Federal Volunteer Bri-

gade.

QM’s
Report
We had plenty
Maj. Mike Doyle
of firewood, albeit
FVB Quartermaster
somewhat wet,
and water for the weekend’s event. The hay
for our horses arrived on time when called
for. The latrines were kept clean and supplied, even though it was a challenge for
the truck to negotiate the wet slick road.
We were planning to have a mail call in
camp and my apologies that it didn’t take
place at Cedar Creek. A few people brought
packages and letters; Those of you who did,
please hold onto them because we will have
mail call to be announced at a later date.
I’m working on requisition forms for various supplies for the Brigade. If anyone has
ideas or request for forms please contact
me. If you have any suggestions or concerns
please feel free to contact me: early1864@aol.com
Looking forward to seeing everyone in Gettysburg at the Remembrance Day parade
on Nov. 21.

