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Company B, 97th PVI was
invited to participate as part
of the Union forces in the
Fort Fisher Historic Site
commemoration of the 150th
Anniversary of the Battle of
Fort Fisher on January 1718, 2015. The event was a
two day program with battle
scenarios Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning,
a nighttime lantern tour, a
commemorative ceremony
featuring the distinguished
Civil War historian Ed
Bearrs.
Fort Fisher is located on
Kure Beach, North Carolina
on a peninsula between the
Atlantic Ocean and the Cape
Fear River protecting the
critical last seaport of WilInside this issue:
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mington, North Carolina
and was known as the
“Gibraltar of the Confederacy”. Wilmington was the
main source of supplies to
Lee’s Army in Petersburg
during the last year of the
war in 1865.
The fort was a giant earthwork with a 480 yard land
face and eastward facing ¾
mile long sea face. The fort
was protected by no fewer

than 50 artillery pieces and
a garrison of 1400 commanded by Colonel William
Lamb.
There had been several attempts to capture the fort
but December 1864 General
Benjamin Butler in cooperation with the Navy under
Admiral David Dixon Porter made a breach but failed
to follow-up their progress
and left the fort in the Con-

federates hands.
The last attempt which was
successful was on January 16,
1865. Union forces commanded by General Alfred
Terry again in cooperation
with Admiral Porter in a
joint Army / Navy attack
stormed the land and sea
faces of the fort. The 97th PA
was in the second brigade
under General Ames and
(Continued on page 12)
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THE DISPATCH
War and our lives as reenactors.
It is a chance for us to engage
with one another, get to know
each other, and learn from each
other.

By 2nd Lt, ADC, Jamy Spangler, 1st Regiment

The Federal Volunteer Brigade is
excited to announce a new element to
our reenacting weekends: The FVB
College!
The purpose of the FVB College is to
enhance our reenacting experience by
providing a forum for our member soldiers and civilians to share their
knowledge about our beloved hobby
with each other. We are looking for
instructors to give 15 to 30 minute talks
about anything relevant to the Civil

The FVB College will take
place on Friday evenings of
FVB events at 7:00 p.m. in front
of the 1st Regiment Aide De
Camp tent. There will be a sign
posted to designate the location.
At present, there will only be
one class per event, unless there is demand for more in the future.
Anyone, soldier or civilian, may give
a presentation, and all are welcome to
attend.
Topics that have been suggested include:
History of specific events, people,
or places
How to properly clean a rifle
How to fold a great coat
How to cook in a Dutch oven

It is Rudyard Kipling who
famously called the Noncommissioned Officer Corps
the backbone of the army.
The Noncommissioned Officer as we know him today is
a remnant of the organizational structure of the traditional European army,
especially as it existed during the Hundred Years’
War.
At that time, noncommissioned officers were
drawn almost exclusively
from the upper ranks of
society and as can be expected, had far different
duties than contemporary
officers. It is also worth noting that
there was almost no interaction between
officers, who were predominately aristocrats, and the conscripted foot soldiers who came from the lower classes.
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How to properly sew on a button
Military etiquette
You can imagine that this short list is
only the tip of the iceberg of possibilities.
People who are interested in being
instructors should email me at carolyn.spangler10@gmail.com with the
following information:
Your topic
A one to two sentence description
of what you will discuss
Which FVB events you will be
attending for the year.
Our first class will take place on
April 10th,the Friday evening at Appomattox. Our instructor for the day will
be the Adjutant of 2nd Regiment. He
will discuss “The Colors”.
Bring your camp chairs and gum
blankets, questions and comments to
the FVB College.

their duties were limited to
maintaining firing discipline.

The Noncommissioned Officer’s role
was to serve as a kind of liaison between the two groups, and to maintain
order in the camp. Non-commissioned
officers had almost no authority of
their own, however, and during battle

NCOs were already a part of
American military culture in
the Jamestown colony, where
the first American militia was
formed. “The militia structure,
in which an entire town formed
a single company, emphasized
the need for noncommissioned
officers. The local militia
quickly divided into squads,
each with its own NCO, to share
the burden of rotating guard
duty” (Fisch et al. 3). The colonial militias remained in existence until the time of the Revolutionary War, when they were
by and large incorporated into
the George Washington’s Continental
Army.
Warfare in this period was characterized by linear tactics, in which armies
(Continued on page 3)
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drunkards, deserters, stragglers and
ejecting merchants attempting to cheat
the soldiers.

I hope that everyone weathered the
winter months well. I have been busy
with work and have not had the opportunity to write anything in the last few
issues. I look forward to the upcoming
season and the opportunity to serve
with you all once again.
I would like to congratulate Lieutenant Peter Garofolo for being appointed
as First Regiment’s Provost. He will be
a welcome addition to Col. Cobb’s Staff
and will serve you all well.
Over the next few issues I would like
to take the opportunity to tell you the
history of the Provost Marshals and
what our responsibilities were during
the Civil War and what our responsibilities are during re-enactments. This
issue will be a brief history leading up
to the Civil War.
In January 1776, General George
Washington appointed William

(Continued from page 2)

would face each other in long lines and
exchange fire. NCOs held the positions at
the ends of the line and directed the timing of volleys. Linear tactics remained
the standard until after the American
Civil War.
The role of the NCO was greatly expanded under the direction of GeneralBaron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben,
the German who was appointed second
inspector general of Washington’s army
in 1778. Von Steuben introduced a new
rigor to the training of soldiers: “As the
Continental Line prepared to enter the

decade that culminated in victory, von
Steuben’s drill manual, or the ‘Blue
Book’ as it was popularly known, for
the first time gave the American army
an armywide standard of training, organization, and tactics”. Von Steuben
emphasized the importance of NCOs in
implementing these new policies, writing in the Blue Book that: The choice
of noncommissioned officers is an object of greatest importance: The order
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Maj. Sean Lynch
Marony as the Continental Army’s first
Provost Marshal General (pronounced
Provo). Initially, his responsibilities
were enforcing camp discipline and
maintaining the jail.
In June 1778, with Congressional approval, General Washington formed a
permanent mounted Provost Marshal
troop called the Marechaussee Corps.
The Provost Marshal's responsibilities
quickly transformed from limited law
and order duties to patrolling camps
and the surrounding area, checking
passes and papers in the search for
spies. They arrested rioters, spies,

and discipline of a
regiment depends
so much on their
behaviour, that too
much care cannot
be taken in preferring none to that
trust but those who
by their merit and
good conduct are
entitled to it.
One of the innovations von Steuben introduced was
aiming on the firing line. While
British soldiers on
the line did little
but point and
shoot, Americans
had more accurate
French-made muskets and thus had
the liberty of taking aim at their
targets. NCOs became responsible
for training in
marksmanship and
for implementing

When the army was on the move or in
battle, they would patrol the flanks and
rear, watching for spies and stragglers,
safeguarding the supplies, obtain intelligence of enemy movement, secure
crossings to prevent persons from carrying intelligence to the enemy, apprehension, detention, security and movement of prisoners of war.
In November 1783, two months after
the end of the Revolutionary War the
Marechaussee Corps was disbanded and
the position of Provost Marshal General of the Continental Army was abolished.
It would not be until March 1863 before it would be reinstated. (more to
come)

that training on the battlefield. In addition to the sergeants who led squads and
directed things on the battlefield, von Steuben was a passionate advocate for the importance of the sergeant major.
Attached to a company or regiment, the sergeant major handled many of the administrative duties required to run an
efficient unit. The sergeant
major was an expert soldier
whose primary role was to implement the orders of the captain or major to whom he was
attached. Two centuries later,
in the 1960s, the role of sergeant major would become
even more prestigious, as Sergeant Major of the Army became highest noncommissioned rank in the
Army and this individual assumed responsibility for a wide
range of Army operations.
Von Steuben’s Blue Book,
along with a French(Continued on page 8)
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The nineteenth-century ballroom was
the perfect setting in which ladies and
gentlemen attired in the latest fashions,
could exercise their considerable dancing
abilities and, more importantly, demonstrate their mastery of polite behavior,
which was required for acceptance into
genteel society.
Proper organization of and successful
attendance at balls demanded the strictest
attention to numerous rules and regulations, including the protocol of invitations, proper introductions, choice of
dances, and appropriate music. Ladies
and gentlemen needed to know the fashionable dances; how to make and to accept
an invitation to dance; how to converse
agreeably on topics appropriate for the
ballroom; even how to handle one's fork
in the supper room. In addition, at small
private parties, ladies and gentlemen
might be expected to sing or play the piano for each other. These activities were
also governed by specific protocols. In
fact, explicit written rules and regulations seemed to dominate the age.
Nineteenth-century men and women
were preoccupied with learning the
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proper way of conduction themselves not
only in the ballroom but in all social
interactions. But it was precisely in the
ballroom that ladies and gentlemen best
demonstrated their mastery of these rules
of etiquette and social intercourse. The
ballroom was a microcosm of the society
at large; in these arenas of Terpsichore,
general, everyday social behavior was
distilled and focused more intensely than
normally occurred elsewhere.
In a rapidly expanding, highly structured, class-oriented society, Americans
were hungry for knowledge through
which to better themselves. And how did
one learn the accepted, the proper, the au
courant rules? One learned primarily
with the aid of the dance and etiquette
manuals published in great numbers
throughout the nineteenth century. As
the push for self-improvement flowed
from east to west, book publishers rushed
in to satisfy the growing needs of the expanding population.
Here are some excerpts from the nineteenth-century etiquette and dance manuals.
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A Scottish authoress once stated, “A
party – a ball room – is woman's battlefield. There she sways her charming
scepter, and although a bold man may
disregard and disobey the most sacred
laws and customs, he cannot – he dare
not, disregard her influence, and the
amiable woman rules the haughty man.
Hence the business of a man is to govern
the world, and the destiny of a woman is
to charm and influence it, which she
must do entirely by her accomplishments;
and the greater these are, as well as her
amiability and kindness, the more powerful and more successful will be her influence.”
During the nineteenth century women
assumed the responsibility of being the
arbiters of conduct, an activity believed to
be in accord with the leisurely life of
urban middle-class women. Women,
reigning from their parlors, became the
“queens” of family etiquette. It was a
woman's responsibility to maintain the
comfort and the decency of her family.

“ It is she who makes etiquette, and it is
she who preserves the order and the decency of society. Without women, men
soon resume the savage state, and the
comforts of the home are exchanged for
the misery of the mining camp.”
Men's clubs and lodges were extremely
(Continued on page 10)
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the men around John Kennedy, especially Theodore Sorensen and Arthur
M. Schlesinger Jr., who wrote history
shortly after it was made by another
slain president.

[Editor’s Note: Though the
season is just getting underway, there’s still time to
read a few more good
books!]
LINCOLN’S BOYS

John Hay, John Nicolay
and the War for Lincoln’s
Image
By Joshua Zeitz
Illustrated. 400 pp.
Viking.

As the Civil War receded
into the past, as the South
began to repair itself, as the tensions
that produced the great 19th-century
conflagration became more history than
vivid memory, two men set out to write
history themselves — and to right what
they saw as a great historical wrong.
They were John Hay and John Nicolay, Lincoln’s presidential secretaries,
and it is largely to them that Lincoln
owes much of the great reverence and
respect now accorded the 16th president.
"Americans today understand Abraham Lincoln much as Nicolay and Hay
hoped that they would,’’ historian
Joshua Zeitz writes in “ Lincoln’s
Boys,’’ his inventive and readable biography of two men and their magnificent obsession. “Theirs was a deliberate
project of historical creation.’’
American presidents often have been
outfitted with keepers of the flame; the
men who worked for Franklin Roosevelt, including Lyndon Johnson himself, were a good example. So, too, were

While this book is about
the two secretaries it is preeminently about the man
they served, and though it
cannot substitute for one of
the many scholarly and
popular biographies of Lincoln, the reader comes away
with a portrait of a president
that Hay and Nicolay themselves would endorse: a man
of probity and faith, but one
rocked by tragedy, unsettled
by war, uncertain of how to
reconcile his vision of God
and the world he sees beyond
the White House doors.
Hay and Nicolay were remarkable
figures themselves, with Hay serving as
secretary of state for William
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt;
remembered as one of the principals in
another landmark book, Patricia
O’Toole’s enthralling 1990 “Five of
Hearts,’’ about the circle around Henry
Adams; and the subject of a wellregarded 2013 biography by John
Taliaferro, “All the Great Prizes.’’
Less well known, Nicolay was a journalist, moving easily among the Springfield, Ill., political crowd, a crack organizer and researcher, first drifting
into Lincoln’s orbit, eventually controlling access into it as a White House
force much like John Ehrlichman and
H.R. Haldeman in the Nixon White
House.
There were several organizing principles in the Lincoln administration, but
Hay and Nicolay were the principal
organizers. “It was a four-years struggle
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on Nicolay’s part and mine,’’ Hay would
say, “to get [Lincoln] to adopt some
systematic rules.’’
The two accompanied the president
everywhere, worked the hours he did,
shared his agonies. They lived down the
hall from the first family. As guardians
of presidential access they were powerful figures in a city where powerful
figures didn’t know them and at first
didn’t trust them.
They were the administration’s administrators but not its strategists nor
policymakers. Nicolay was known as
“the bull-dog in the anteroom.’’ Hay
was, as the abolitionist Thomas Wentworth Higginson put it, “a nice young
fellow, who unfortunately looks about
17.’’
In these pages Zeitz gives us telling
glimpses into the Lincoln household
and White House, especially the
fraught relationship between the secretaries and Mary Todd Lincoln, who
resented their presence, prerogatives,
and power. The two called Mrs. Lincoln
‘’Hellcat’’ and “Her Satanic Majesty.’’
She called for their ouster.
Just before his second inaugural,
Lincoln appointed both to diplomatic
posts in Paris. It wasn’t until two
months after the assassination that they
departed.
For many years after the president’s
death one of the main Lincoln narratives was framed by William Herndon,
Lincoln’s law partner, who portrayed
him as the illegitimate son of a cuckold, an atheist or deist, hopelessly in
love with a dead former girlfriend —
stories aggregated in a scurrilous biography published in 1872, the same year
Charles Francis Adams, in a memorial
tribute to William Seward, described
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Lincoln’s secretary of state as the
“master mind’’ of the administration.
By 1875 the two former secretaries
were at work on their own biography of
their hero and mentor — a reconstruction of the Lincoln years that really
was a reclamation of the Lincoln years.
“Theirs would be a corrective exercise,’’
Zeitz writes, “though they scarcely appreciated the immensity of the task to
which they were committing themselves.’’ It would consume 15 years of
their lives.
In repeated consultations with Lincoln’s son Robert, who would retain
final editorial discretion, and with no
formal historical training of their own,
the two created a narrative — one that
endures and defies revisionism.
Spanning 10 volumes and comprising
1.2 million words, it was, as Zeitz puts
it, “the unofficial Northern, Republican Party interpretation of the Civil
War.’’
Their Lincoln “combined in his intellectual nature a masculine courage and
power of logic with an ideal sensitiveness of conscience and a sentimental
tenderness as delicate as a woman’s.’’
They argued Lincoln’s anti-slavery
views “came with the first awakening of
his mind and conscience’’ and was
“roused into active life’’ by the chilling
sight of black men in chains on the
New Orleans wharf.
Their biography attracted critics, to
be sure. Charles Eliot, Harvard’s president, saluted the copious biographical
and presidential materials the two men
assembled but argued, “these gentlemen
did not write history.’’
Perhaps. But few books that sold only
7,000 copies have had such a significant
impact on the nation, its culture, and
its image of itself. Long before the construction of the Lincoln Memorial,
Hay and Nicolay placed Lincoln in
stone.

David M. Shribman is executive editor
of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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MOURNING
LINCOLN
By Martha Hodes
Illustrated. 396 pp.
Yale University Press.
$30.
Abraham Lincoln died
on April 15, 1865, of a
gunshot wound to the
head. He was 56 years old
and 6 feet 4 inches tall: a
giant, felled. He was the
16th president of the
United States and the first
one killed in office. (A
madman once tried to
shoot Andrew Jackson, but
both of his pistols misfired.) An assassination is treason by
way of murder. Lincoln’s assassination
was more — an act of war. Lee surrendered to Grant on April 9. Lincoln was
the last of the Union dead. His death
had another meaning, too. It founded a
civic religion, dedicated to the memory
of Lincoln’s sacrifice and to the proposition that emancipation is redemption.
What became of Lincoln began with
an act of hatred. On April 11, John
Wilkes Booth said, while listening to
Lincoln deliver a speech about the
terms of the victory, “That means nigger citizenship.” Booth shot Lincoln
with a derringer at about 10:15 p.m. on
April 14 — Good Friday — in Ford’s
Theater, six blocks from the White
House. A 23-year-old Army surgeon
named Charles Leale, who had been
sitting near the president’s box, found
Lincoln slumped in his walnut rocking
chair, unconscious but still breathing.
Leale laid the president out on the carpeted floor, removed his shirt (at first it
appeared that Lincoln had been stabbed
in the chest), located the bullet’s entry
point (behind the left ear) and, sticking
his pinkie into the hole, determined
that the wound was fatal.
The surgeon and two other doctors
then carried the president’s half-naked
body down a narrow staircase, across
the street and into a first-floor room in
a boardinghouse on 10th Street. No one
expected him to live, but Leale, who
was used to treating patients with severe head wounds, hoped the president
might wake and speak before he died.
Anticipating that moment, 20 or 30
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people stayed in that
room all night and
another 30 or more
came and went — Lincoln’s family, his cabinet and members of
Congress, mainly. They
crowded around a bed
in which the president’s body did not fit,
in order to watch by
gaslight as he struggled
to breathe, and to wait
in vain for his last
words. At 2:15 a.m.,
Edwin Stanton, the
secretary of war, sent a
cable to The Associated
Press: “It is not probable that the president will live
throughout the night.”
Lincoln never woke. He died, quietly,
in the morning. His death was reported
by telegraph on Saturday and mourned
passionately in churches across the
country on Sunday, Easter morning.
“We gain a national martyr,” said one
preacher, in New York. “May we not
have needed this loss.”
Americans began draping themselves
in black only moments after word
spread that the president was dead, as
Martha Hodes writes in her lyrical and
important new study, “Mourning Lincoln.” (After four years of a war that
took the lives of up to 700,000 Americans, most people had black bands and
black ribbons ready to hand.) It was a
very particular loss, the loss of this
particular man: As Richard Wightman
Fox argues in his fascinating book,
“Lincoln’s Body,” much sentiment
about Lincoln dwelt on his physical
size and ungainliness: the cast of his
brow, the length of his stride, the fate
of his corpse.
On Saturday morning, at the White
House, doctors conducted an autopsy.
They removed Lincoln’s brain and cut
it open; the bullet fell into a metal
bowl, clattering like a coin. Residents
at the boardinghouse had collected objects that included Lincoln’s bloodstained pillow and “a piece of linen
with a portion of his brain.” The doctors kept relics, too. One surgeon carefully wrapped in paper “a splinter of
bone from the skull”; he mailed it to his
(Continued on page 7)
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often dazzling when writing about the
Lincoln Memorial, at whose dedication, in 1922, the seating was segregated; or Carl Sandburg’s best-selling
1926 biography of
Lincoln’s early years
(Continued from
page 6)
(Sandburg said Lincoln’s body “looked
like an original plan
mother. They
for an extra-long
could not save
horse”); or the moLincoln, but
ment in 1957 when,
they were deteron the steps of the
mined to keep
Lincoln Memorial,
him.
Adam Clayton PowThe embalmers
ell lambasted Conarrived at 3
gress for failing to
o’clock that
implement Brown v.
afternoon, promBoard of Education,
ising, “The body
saying, “We meet
of the president
here in front of the
will never know
Lincoln Memorial
decay.”
because we are getting more from a
By Tuesday,
dead Republican
April 18, the
than we are getting
casket was put
from a live Democrat
on public view. Our nation’s martyr: The death of President Lincoln in Washington on April 15, 1865. Credit
or
a live Republican.”
Mementos were Lithograph From Currier & Ives, via Library of Congress .
But
he’s strangely
sold on street
flat-footed and deferential when writfear. “Hurrah!” one 17-year-old South
corners. For 50 cents, mourners could
ing about Doris Kearns Goodwin’s 2005
Carolina girl wrote in her diary. “Old
buy a satin badge featuring a likeness
book “Team of Rivals” or Steven SpielAbe
Lincoln
has
been
assassinated!”
In
and inscribed “In Memory of Abraham
berg’s 2012 film “Lincoln” or Barack
Virginia, a 5- or 6-year-old freed boy
Lincoln, April 15, 1865.” Frederick
Obama’s infatuation with both, as if
asked,
when
he
heard
the
news,
“Have
I
Douglass liked to tell a story about a
our own era’s 50-cent mourning badges
got
to
go
back
to
massas?”
Baptist minister who met an old
and splinters of skull were somehow
Lincoln’s
casket
was
carried
onto
a
fuwoman, an ex-slave, weeping while
either less urgently in need of critical
neral
train
for
a
12-day
journey
across
waiting in the line of mourners assemscrutiny or the current place of Linthe
country.
“He
was
crucified
for
us,”
a
bled along the fence outside the White
coln’s body in American culture and
black
mourner
said
in
Pennsylvania,
as
House. He asked her why she wept. She
politics was less troubling than in eras
the
train
passed
through.
During
a
sintold him, “We have lost our Moses.”
past. It is not.
gle day in Philadelphia, 150,000 people
peered
at
Lincoln’s
remains.
Finally,
Fox, a professor of history at the Union May 4, 1865, Lincoln was placed in
Abraham Lincoln was the best presiversity of Southern California, writes,
a vault in Springfield, Ill.
dent the United States has ever had. But
“For four years he had flung his door
we live inside his tomb. For a very long
open to all who entered the White
time now, too many Americans have
And what of his murder? “The blast
House, and here, at the very end, he
found it easier to think about Lincoln’s
of
the
derringer
at
Ford’s
Theater
on
was still welcoming the common people
body — that brawn, that bullet — than
the
night
of
April
14,
1865,
was
the
to his side.” Hodes, a professor of hisabout the bodies of the millions of men,
first volley of the war that came after
tory at New York University, offers a
women and children who had been kept
Appomattox
—
a
war
on
black
freedom
darker account. “The Civil War was a
in slavery, bodies stolen, shackled,
and equality,” Hodes writes. That war
revolutionary war, and Lincoln’s assashunted, whipped, branded, raped, starved,
isn’t over. But neither Hodes nor Fox
sination complicated its ending,” she
murdered and buried in unmarked graves.
covers it. “Mourning Lincoln” is a close
argues. Reading thousands of diaries
and deeply disturbing study of how it
The mourning of Lincoln has come at
and letters written by ordinary Ameriseemed, to Americans who disagreed
the expense of mourning them. And what
cans in the days and weeks after Linwith one another, that “Lincoln’s assasof the grief on the streets of American
coln’s death, she finds little evidence of
sination
stopped
the
world.”
“Lincoln’s
cities where the cry rises (because, a cennational unity in the face of tragedy;
tury and a half after Booth shot Lincoln,
Body” is an astonishingly interesting
instead, she finds shock, jubilation,
the argument still needs making): Black
interpretation of the uses to which Linconfusion and, above all, disagreement.
lives matter. And still the bullets volley,
coln
has
been
put
in
the
century
and
a
In Washington, secessionists draped
and fall and clatter.
half since, in speeches and statues, in
their houses in black crepe, not out of
plays
and
films,
in
poems
and
paintgrief over Lincoln’s death, but out of
ings. Fox is wonderfully shrewd and
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influenced text by William Duane,
the Handbook for Infantry, remained
the standard reference of American
military organization for another two
decades after the end of the Revolutionary War. During War of 1812, von
Steuben’s work was deemed outdated
and Brigadier General Winfield Scott
led a reform effort. Scott, a brigade
commander on the Canadian frontier,
had the unfortunate task of training a
huge number of fresh recruits for a
campaign across Niagra. Unlike von
Steuben, Scott chose to
emphasize the transition from marching to
fighting. NCOs took
on a key role in regulating the gait and
structure of a march,
and so “instinctively
developed the pace
and cadence so important to maneuvering
linear formations.” A
group of NCOs attached to each regiment, called the color
guard, were largely
responsible for signaling maneuvers to the
troops. Scott’s emphasis on the column to
line movement derived
mainly from Napoleonic tactics. Napoleon’s army was
known for the speed and accuracy with
which it executed complex formations,
even under fire.
In the thirty intervening years of
relative peace that followed the War of
1812, NCOs had taken on numerous
new responsibilities. The dearth of
combat opportunities meant that NCOs
became increasingly involved in logistics, planning, exploration, and engineering tasks. Increased time for training led to a remarkably welldisciplined NCO Corps, made up primarily of career military men. In
1842, the size of the Army was reduced
by one-third. But the number of NCOs
did not change significantly. During
this period the NCO Corps saw in-
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creased specialization, as many NCOs
became dedicated experts in just one or
two military disciplines. If an NCO
saw combat during this interwar period, it was with Native Americans,
either during the Seminole War or in
any of a number of small skirmishes on
the Western frontier. Protecting settlers in the Great Plains was one of the
primary roles of this period’s army, but
major fighting with Native Americans
would not take place there until the
Indian Wars of the late nineteenth
century.
While Winfield Scott’s innovations
came too late to have a major impact on
the outcome of the War of 1812, they
were implemented to great effect during
the brief Mexican-American War of
1846-47. Scott’s primary reason for
adopting Napoleonic
tactics was to bring
large amounts of
firepower down upon
an enemy. The welltrained American
soldiers were able to
do just that during
campaigns at Veracruz, Palo Alto,
and Monterrey. The
high level of training of American
NCOs also proved
extremely valuable.
As one scholar notes,
“During the Mexican
War battles like
Molino del Rey, an
outnumbered American force gained
victory by applying
the concept of combined arms operations. These tactics succeeded in part
because career NCOs within the ranks
of infantry, artillery, and dragoon regiments mastered the necessary skills of
working together.
During the war, soldiers learned many
new non-linear tactics, including amphibious assault and house-to-house,
street-to-street urban fighting. These
would both prove useful in the upcoming Civil War.
Almost all of the NCOs in the Army
remained loyal to the North after the
outbreak of war in 1861. In contrast,
nearly one-third of the commissioned
officers defected to the South. Experienced NCOs were essential to the Un-
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ion’s war effort, as they provided the
discipline necessary to lead large groups
of inexperienced conscripts and volunteer militiamen into high-casualty
situations. Nothing in the previous
fifty years of American military history
could have prepared these NCOs for the
kind of fighting that took place in the
great Civil War battles, though. The
number of soldiers involved in these
battles was much higher than any previous ones on American soil, and the
number of casualties exponentially so.
For training, officers and NCOs relied
during the first year of the war largely
on two older texts, Winfield Scott’s
1854 Tactics and William Hardee’s
1855 Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics.
Scott’s book had been rendered useless
by the wide introduction of accurate
rifled muskets, and Hardee was a Confederate defector, so a new manual,
Silas Casey’s U.S. Army Infantry Tactics, was adopted in 1862. Casey’s manual still emphasized linear tactics,
which proved disastrous given the new
military technologies used during the
Civil War. Accurate infantry weaponry, in particular, meant that firing
lines produced theretofore unheard of
numbers of casualties. Casey did foresee a high number of casualties in the
coming conflict, however, and the result was yet another change in the role
of the NCO Corps.
The long and incredibly violent battles of the Civil War meant that it was
more than possible for large parts of the
chain of command to be wiped out.
NCOs were trained to give orders and
assume command in the absence of officers, and as such became increasingly
self-reliant.
Over the course of the next century, this
trend would continue, as NCOs took on
more and more leadership roles. Prior
to 1865, the primary role of the Noncommissioned Officer was to relay orders and monitor the activities of regular soldiers.
After the Civil War, however, NCOs
would often lead independently acting
squads with specialized missions. Today, the emphasis in combat has shifted
from regiment and company level confrontations to more flexible platoon
and squad level operations, leading to a
greater role for NCOs in the field. Yet
NCOs remain, and will remain, the
backbone of the Armed Forces.
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Remember, there are no walk-ons.
On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday there will be a one-way loop traffic
pattern through the event site and
onto VA Rt 26 and US Rt 460. There
will be plenty of signs and volunteers to
direct you. After the event opens to
spectators, only spectator traffic will be
allowed through the VA Rt 26 entrance. Please be alert to the route
change and follow the signage and/or
direction of event workers. During
hours the event is open to the public,
unless there is some compelling reason
to allow your vehicle on-site, you will
be asked to load your gear on a tractorpulled trailer to transport it to your
site. Avoid using VA Rt 6 in Nelson
County in coming to the event – especially if you’re towing a trailer. The
road is not very accommodating to such
vehicles and should be avoided.
The re-enactor entrance gate will be
open the following dates and times:

THE DI SPA TCH

Tuesday, April 7th, 12-Noon to 11PM
Wednesday, April 8th, 7AM to 11PM
Thursday, April 9th, 7AM to 12: Midn.
Friday, April 10th, 7AM to 12 : Midn

(Closed from 2PM to 6PM – for battle)
Saturday, April 11th, 7AM to 11PM

(Closed from 9AM to 1PM – for battle)
Sunday, April 12th, 7AM to 10AM

If you are a registered re-enactor and
present yourself at the re-enactor gate
during these reasonable times, the organizers will see to it that you get on
the field.
The spectator gates will open at
8:30AM on Saturday and Sunday with
a Tactical commencing around 6:00 AM
on Saturday and continuing up to the
time of the full battle at 11:00
AM. One such activity set for Saturday
at 10:00AM is a ladies fashion show. If
anyone desires to participate either by
donning period clothing or in other
ways, they are encouraged to attend a
meeting under the large speakers tent
on Friday at 6:00PM.
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Starting Thursday morning, a number of buses will begin a free shuttle
service for any and all persons to various locations/events in the Appomattox
area. Those who arrive early and
choose to visit the National Park, the
Museum of the Confederacy or the
many quaint shops and/or other items
of interest in downtown Appomattox
will have the opportunity to do so prior
to the official opening of the event. No
weapons will be allowed on any of these
vehicles, nor at many of the other locations.
A large ice truck will be positioned
near the spectator gate and will be dispensing bagged ice throughout the
event. Additionally “gators” will make
ice runs around the site at various times
each day. An emergency medical tent
will be positioned at the edge of the
living history camp and an ambulance
will be on site during each battle.
Please don’t expect the site map, below, to show positions of woodpiles,
water buffalos, port-a-johns, etc.
Visit the event website at
www.appomattoxhistoricalsociety.org
for additional info and details.
(Continued on page 10)
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4:00 p.m. Widow of the South (Corinne
Trimble)
6:30 p.m. Soldiers in Gray (Stan
Clardy)
8:00 – 10:30 p.m. Period Dance with
2nd South Carolina String Band
9:00 p.m. Cannon night fire

Friday, April 10, 2015

Saturday, April 11, 2015

8:30 a.m. Camps open to public
9:30 – 3:00 Authors and Artists speak
and display their wares
10:00 – 3:00 Living History Demonstrations – six different and unique
“stations” (see separate schedule for
details)
4:00 p.m. Battle of Appomattox Station
(Cavalry & Artillery action)
8:00 p.m. Outdoor movie showing “April
1865” – Courtesy of A+E Networks **
9:30 p.m. Cannon night fire

(Continued from page 4)

popular during the last quarter of the
nineteenth century, and numerous writers
commented that gentlemen became more
and more isolated from society. Abby
Buchanan Longstreet grumbled that,

“club life among gentlemen tends more
and more to postpone marriage”
The rising popularity of men's clubs
also paralleled the steady decline of the
number of men who attended dancing
schools, and writers during the last quarter of the
century
frequently
commented
that gentlemen were
more and
more out of
place in
many social
situations,
including
ballroom.
“And I

could particularly

8:30 a.m. Camps open to public
9:00 a.m. General Grant meets with
Staff Officers
10:00 a.m. Fashion Show (produced by
the United Daughters of the Confederacy)
10:00 a.m. Last Council with General
Lee
11:00 a.m. Battle of Appomattox Court
House
2:00 p.m. Meeting of Generals Lee and
Grant.
3:00 p.m. Meet the Union and Confederate Generals

note the difference in character between
the two sees, a difference so great that one
might suppose them members of two different races. The men have a rigid temperament; they speak little...In the salon
the American male is a fish out of water;
not one of them will deny that his true
place is the office the countinghouse or
the political meeting.”
Numerous dance and etiquette manuals
also commented that, when attending
balls, the gentlemen did not always live
up to the expectations of their hostesses.

“If gentlemen go to balls, they should
dance. It is a great breach of etiquette to
stand idling and sauntering while ladies
are waiting for an invitation to dance”.
“A gentleman should make up his mind to
be agreeable...to enter into the spirit of
the dance, instead of hanging about the
doorway.”
The biggest revolution in Western
social dancing took place when the waltz,
in the eighteenth century, left men and
women dancing together face to face.
The waltz was objected to for the indelicacy of the position.

“There is something in the close approximation of persons, in the attitudes,
and in the motion which ill agrees with

Sunday, April 12, 2015
(There will be NO gun or cannon firing
as this is a day of silent reverence and
remembrance)
7:00 a.m. Catholic Church Services
8:00 a.m. Protestant Church Services
9:00 a.m. Camps open to public
11:00 a.m. Stacking of Arms, Crossover
and Welcome Back
1:00 p.m. Camps close to public

the delicacy of women.”
The author of the Illustrated Manners
Book stated, “A woman especially ought

to be very sure that the man she waltzes
with is one worthy of so close an intimacy; and one who understands her nature.”

There are, though, few amusements
more enjoyable than an evening spent at a
party. The atmosphere is accompanied by
joyous music, stimulating conversation,
enjoyable food, and often the accomplishment of dancing. It may be prejudice,
perhaps, but we know of no more pleasing
spectacle than a well appointed party.
These private assemblies, where refinement and courtesy prevail; where elegant
dressing and fine taste are apparent, and
where grace and easy carriage are the
predominating characteristics.

“Dancing, the most enchanting of human amusements.”
“I am an advocate for dancing, because
it has a tendency to refine the manners
and behavior of young people and I am
persuaded that if the art is kept under
proper regulations, it would e a mechanic
way of implanting insensibly into minds,
not capable of receiving it so well by any
other rules, a sense of good breeding and
virtue.”
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was written. She wrote in her will,
…”the table on which the surrender of
1. After the agreement was signed, soldiers from both sides gathered at the
McLean home to renew friendships and
reunite with families.
2. The terms of peace were kind. The
message was that the nation could now
rebuild as one – not one of revenge.
3. Thomas Tibbs owned a farm near
Appomatox Court House. He fought his
last battle on his own property.
4. Lee and Grant met one more time
after leaving Appomattox. When Grant
was president, he invited Lee to visit
the White House and Lee came.

5. The oldest building at Appomattox is
the Clover Hill Tavern (1819). You can
go inside.
6. Ely Parker, a Seneca Indian, wrote
out Grant’s formal agreement. Lee said
to him “I am glad to see one real
American here.” Ely replied, “We are
all Americans.”
7. Gen. George Armstrong Custer received the flag of truce at Appomattox.
8. Custer died fairly young and his wife
Libby then possessed the table from the
McLean house where the agreement

General Lee to General Grant was written…and now located in the… War Department Building in Washington, D.
C., I give and bequeath to the United
States Government…”
The table is now in the Smithsonian.
9. Appomattox Court House was originally named Clover Hill after the tavern. This was a stop on the road between Lynchburg and Richmond.
10. Not all the regiments got the message that the war was over and many
still fought for several weeks. In actuality, the Confederates won the last battle
of the war.
11. Lula McLean (7 year old daughter
of Wilmer) had been playing with her
doll in the parlor before the excitement.
When the agreement was signed, one of
the soldiers picked up the doll and
started tossing it around to the other
soldiers. The men called it the silent
witness. One of the men (Captain
Moore) took the doll home with him as
a souvenir and the family actually kept
it for more than a century, recognizing
it’s importance. (Most everything in the
parlor was taken as souvenirs.) Lula
never saw her doll again, but the doll
was donated back to the park in 1992.
12. One of the members of Grant’s staff
present for the signing was Lincoln’s
son, Robert.

Village of Appomattox Court House today – the courthouse/visitor’s center to the right,
Plunkett/Meeks store to the left. Clover Hill Tavern in the back right .

(Much of this information is from the Appomattox Court House National Historic
Site web pages as well as a few other places.)

At left is an appoximation of the
camps and headquarters for the
150th Appomattox event.
Also listed are the tentative sites
for wood, water and first aid areas.
Please remember that these are (at
press time) approximate locations.
The FVB staff will be laying out
the camps early Thursday morning.
Upon arrival, please check with
staff as to your company street location. Do not set a tent without

checking in first.

(Continued from page 1)

commanded by their young Colonel Gausha Pennypacker (promoted to colonel 2 months after his 20th
birthday). Pennypacker was seriously wounded in this
attack. He received the Medal of Honor for his actions
at Fort Fisher and promoted to Brigadier General at
age 20 the youngest in the history of the US Army.
The reenactment sponsored by the Fort Fisher Historic site was attended by 32 members and friends of
the 97th PA Infantry. AS fate had it we were assigned
to the second brigade with Colonel Lance Dawson of
the Army of the French Broad River commanding.
Fittingly we were the color company. This was a two
day event with the 97th able to plant their colors on top
of the ramparts both days.
There were estimated 900 re-enactors with no actual
count for visitors but estimated in the thousands.

